
Report on the Special Town Meeting held Tuesday October 8, 2024 
PASSED Article 1. To elect by ballot a Moderator to preside at said meeting. 

The meeting was moderated by Mike Field 

PASSED Article 2. To see if the Town will vote take the following actions concerning 
Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (aka American Rescue Plan or ARPA funds) received 
by the Town from the federal government: 

a) To re-appropriate $9,420 previously dedicated for the replacement of the 
Commercial Floats at the Town Wharf under the ARP A eligible use category of 
"governmental services replacing lost revenue" for projects outlined in the "2024 Energy 
Audit" under the ARP A eligible use category of "governmental services replacing lost 
revenue." 
b) To re-appropriate $532, previously dedicated towards repairs of the Charles Pond 
Culvert under the ARPA eligible use category of "governmental services replacing lost 
revenue" for projects outlined in the "2024 Energy Audit" under the ARPA eligible use 
category of “governmental services replacing lost revenue." 
c) To authorize the Select Board to dedicate any remaining previously appropriated 
excess funds to projects outlined in the "2024 Energy Audit" prior to December 31, 2024. 
d) To establish a non-lapsing ARPA Reserve Fund, to place funds appropriated under 
paragraphs (a, b, and c) into the Fund until needed. 
e) To authorize the Select Board to execute any documents or agreements necessary 
to accomplish said purposes. 

PASSED: Article 3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate an additional 
$16,000 for the General Assistance Budget? 
PASSED: Article 4. To authorize the Select Board, in its discretion, to negotiate and enter a 
lease agreement with the owner of Map 04R, Lot 14 for a 10,000 square foot portion of the 
property, and a sublease agreement with Sagadahoc County for the leased land so that the 
County may construct and maintain an emergency communications tower on it. 
PASSED: Article 5. Shall the proposed 2024 amendments to the Solid Waste Disposal 
Ordinance be enacted? 







TEXT: To authorize the Select Board, in its discretion, to negotiate and enter a lease agreement wilh 
the owner of Map 04R. Lot 14for a 10,000 square foot portion of the property, and a sublease 
agreement with Sagadahoc County for the leased land so that the County may construct and maintain 
an emergency communications tower on it. 

WHAT IT MEANS: I/passed, this Article will give the Select Board permission to fnalize Lease and 
Sublease Agreements between Sagadahoc County and a landowner for the purposes af erecting an 
Emergency Communications Tower. 

WHY: For almost two decades, the Town of Georgetown has been aware that our Emergency 
Communications on this island are deficient - with some areas on the island unable to communicate 
with other areas due to ledge. With its remaining ARPA Funds, Sagadahoc County is eager to erect this 
Tower to improve connectivity on the island and around the County. 

WHERE: Higgins Mountain 

SUBJECT TO MINOR CHANGE- NEGOTIATIONS ONGOING... 

CURRENT TERMS 

SAGADAHOC COUNTY 

50-year lease, broken up over 5-year renewal 
intervals 

ARTICLE IV- DEBRIEF 

Option to cancel with notice 

Sagadahoc to Georgetown, Lump Sum of $33,000 

Sagadahoc to Georgetown - 30% of any future cell 
carrier revenues. 

CURRENT TERMS 
LANDOWNER 

50-year lease, broken up over 5-year renewal 
intervals 

Option to cancel with notice 

Georgetown to landowner - check in amount of taxes 
on parcel annually, less amount on developed 

portions 

Georgetown to Landowner- 40% of our portion of 
future cell carrier revenues 

Other details in the proposed contracts include roadway, snowplowing, and other incidental responsibilities. 
Also allows for surveying to be done. 
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SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL ORDINANCE 
for the Town of Georgetown, Maine 

Adopted 18 June 2005     Amended 14 June 2008   Amended 17 June 2017 
For Amendment TBD 
 
Section 1. Purpose 
This Ordinance is designed to regulate solid waste disposal, establish a Solid Waste Committee, govern 
the operation of the Georgetown Transfer Station, encourage recycling as an environmentally and fiscally 
sound method of reducing the waste stream, protect the environment of the Town, and otherwise protect 
the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Georgetown. 
 
Section 2. Authority 
This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to and consistent with municipal home rule powers provided in Article 
VIII, Part 2, Section 1, of the Constitution of the State of Maine and 30-A MRSA § 3001. 
 
Section 3 Definitions 
The definitions in 38 MRSA § 1303-C shall govern the construction of words contained in this Ordinance 
unless defined below. Any words not defined here or in statute shall have their common and ordinary 
meanings. 
 
A Attendant: the person or persons employed by the Town to supervise the Transfer Station and 

operate necessary equipment. 
Transfer Station Manager or Designee: the person employed by the Town to supervise the Transfer        
Station, coordinate disposal and transfer of municipal solid waste and universal waste, oversee recycling 
operations, supervise employees, and direct members of the public as to the policies of  the Transfer 
Station. 
 
Transfer Station Attendant: person or persons employed by the Town to assist in operating the Transfer 
Station and direct members of the public as to the polices of the Transfer Station.  
B Bulky Waste: any acceptable waste that is not construction waste, municipal solid waste, or 

recyclables. 
C Commercial Hauler is any person who is paid to take solid waste to the Transfer Station or who 

takes solid waste to the Transfer Station as part of a service for hire. 
D Construction Waste:  Defined by the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) as Solid 

waste resulting from construction, remodeling, repair, and demolition of structures.  It includes, but is 
not limited to: building materials, asphalt, and wall board.  It excludes: partially filled containers of 
glues, tars, solvents, resins, paints, or caulking compounds; friable asbestos; and other special 
wastes.   

E Hazardous Waste:  A waste substance or material, in any physical state, that exhibits a hazardous 
characteristic, or is designated and listed as hazardous under Maine Hazardous Waste Management 
Regulations. 

F Household Hazardous Waste (HHW): Any hazardous waste material excluded from identification as 
a hazardous waste under Maine Hazardous Waste Management Regulations because it is generated 
by households.  

G    Municipal Solid Waste:  Defined by the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) as 
solid waste emanating from household sources. 

H Person: anyone operating under this Ordinance, including residents and non-residents. 
I Public Way: any road, highway, street, lane, private way, or similar thoroughfare, whether public or 

private, that serves two or more properties. 
J Recyclables: items suitable for separation from the regular waste stream for reuse or recycling. 
K Resident: any person owning or renting real property in Georgetown, regardless of residence, and 

long-term renters of three months or more. 
L Seasonal Renter: anyone who rents real residential property for a period of days or weeks, as 

opposed to a long-term renter. 
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M Special Waste:  Defined by the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) as a solid 
waste generated by sources other than household and typical commercial establishments that exists 
in such an unusual quantity or in such a chemical or physical state, or any combination thereof, that 
may disrupt or impair effective waste management or threaten the public health, human safety or the 
environment and requires special handling, transportation and disposal procedures. 

 N Structure: any building, deck, dock, pier, trailer, or boat. 
 O Universal Waste (UW):  A hazardous waste that is widely generated, as defined by the Maine 

Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) in the Maine Hazardous Waste Management 
Regulations.  UW includes, but is not limited to, electronic devices and items that contain mercury. 

 
Section 4 Solid Waste Committee 
A The Solid Waste Committee created under this Ordinance shall consist of as many as seven 

members and a number of alternates appointed by the Selectmen for staggered three-year terms. 
The Committee is empowered to elect its own officers. 

B The Committee shall advise the Selectmen and the Town on a budget for the Transfer Station and 
shall manage the budget as approved at Town Meeting. 

C The Committee shall monitor operation of the Transfer Station and advise the Selectmen and the 
Town as to trends, issues, and possible efficiencies in its operation. 

D The Committee shall review operating procedures for the Transfer Station and recommend any 
necessary changes to the Selectmen. 

E The Committee shall advise the Selectmen and the Town on issues, trends, and mandates of waste 
disposal and recycling at the local, State, and Federal levels. 

F The Committee shall promote recycling as an environmentally and economically sound alternative to 
waste disposal when appropriate. 

G The Solid Waste Committee shall endeavor to provide as much space as is appropriate and feasible 
for waste disposal and recycling. 

H The Committee shall budget, arrange, and publicize town participation in Bath-Brunswick area HHW 
collection events. 

I The Committee shall provide information to the public about recycling procedures and disposal 
options for items that are not accepted at the Transfer Station.  

 
Section 5 Georgetown Transfer Station 
A The Transfer Station is designed as a place where Georgetown residents and seasonal renters can 

recycle or dispose of municipal solid waste, where those materials can be stored temporarily, and 
where waste haulers can remove those materials easily. It shall be operated in ways consistent with 
applicable Federal and State laws and regulations. 

B Admission to the Transfer Station shall be by permit sticker only. Permit stickers are available at the 
Town Office on request with proof of residence, as defined above in Section 3.K. Seasonal renters 
must obtain permit stickers from their landlords. Permit stickers must be displayed on vehicles or in 
their windows to gain access to the Transfer Station. Permit stickers issued to persons no longer 
resident in Georgetown are void. The Selectmen may revoke a permit sticker following notice and 
hearing of a violation of this Ordinance or operating procedures. 

C The Selectmen, in consultation with the Solid Waste Committee, shall establish operating procedures 
for the Transfer Station. Operating procedures, hours, and any other relevant information shall be 
displayed at the Transfer Station and at the Town Office. 

D Anyone who uses the Transfer Station shall do so at the strict direction of the Attendant. No person 
shall violate the operating procedures set forth for the Transfer Station or any directives issued by the 
Attendant.  Security cameras are in place at the Transfer Station and will be used in part to assist with 
finding and documenting violations of this Ordinance and other inappropriate actions.  If a person’s 
conduct is criminal or is posing an immediate safety risk to Transfer Station employees or the public, 
the individual may be asked to leave the Transfer Station.   

  If any person refuses to obey any directives or operating procedures, the Attendant shall have the 
authority to deny access to the Transfer Station for that person until he or she complies or until the 
Selectmen have had the opportunity to hear the complaint.   

 In the case of any violation the Transfer Station Manager or designee shall file a detailed incident 
report with the Select Board within 24 hours.  If the Town Office is closed, the chairperson of the 
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Select Board shall be contacted by telephone within 24 hours of the violation.  The Select Board, 
upon reviewing the report, may assess a penalty against the violator in accordance with section 7.  
Failure of a violator to pay an assessed penalty within 30 days of notice, or to correct the violation, 
may subject the violator to legal action to collect the penalty and/or impose restrictions on the 
violator’s future access to the Transfer Station. 

 
E No person shall enter Unauthorized entry or use of the Transfer Station outside of the regular posted 

hours of operation shall constitute Trespass. 
 
F No waste generated outside Georgetown will be accepted. 
G No commercial haulers will be allowed to dispose of waste at the Georgetown Transfer Station. 
H No person shall dispose of Household Hazardous Waste at the Transfer Station.  The attendants are 

prohibited from accepting HHW. 
I Items classified as Universal Waste (UW) must be handed directly to an attendant. 
 
Section 6 Illegal Dumping of Waste 
A No person shall discard any municipal solid waste, construction waste, bulky waste, abandoned 

vehicles, or other litter along public ways, on public land, or on any private property other than his or 
her own. 

B No person shall transport municipal solid waste, construction waste, bulky waste, rocks, gravel, or 
other materials on the public ways in an unsecured manner that allows them to become deposited on 
or along the public ways. 

C No person shall operate a junkyard without appropriate licensing under applicable State law and 
Town ordinances. 

D No person shall dispose of hazardous wastes anywhere in Georgetown in a manner not allowed 
under this ordinance or applicable Federal or State law. 

 
Section 7 Enforcement, Violations, and Penalties 
 
A Any person who violates the terms of this Ordinance shall be subject to a fine assessed by the 

Selectmen of not less than $50 or more than $500 for each violation, as well as the cost of cleanup. 
B Any person assessed a penalty under this Ordinance may appeal to the Board of Appeals. 
C Any person found guilty of a violation under this Ordinance shall be liable for the legal costs of the 

Town, as well as the cost of cleanup. 
 
Section 8 Validity and Conflict of Ordinances 
 
A If any part of this Ordinance is found to be invalid, unconstitutional, or inapplicable, that finding shall 

not affect or impair the remaining provisions of this Ordinance. 
B If this Ordinance conflicts with other ordinances of the Town of Georgetown, the strictest provisions 

shall apply. 
C This Ordinance does not preempt any similar Federal or State laws or regulations that are more 

restrictive. 
D By adopting this Ordinance, the citizens of the Town of Georgetown hereby repeal the Abandoned 

Automobile Ordinance (adopted 8 August 1973), the Dump Ordinance (adopted 8 August 1973), the 
Hazardous Waste Disposal Ordinance (adopted 20 June 1981), and the Litter Ordinance (adopted 6 
March 1971). 
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